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Dear Friends; . 
\ &: the L Lot Kath & called ont of the World's Ways - 
V Man a choſen to himſelf, and found faith- 
x accord? ing tothe Proportion of Faith, and Mea- 
ſpre of his od received,, how to walk, Oh! let us hold faſt that 
which we have receive; that none may take our Crown :_ Oh !_letus 
keep toour firſt Love, lef us do ourfirlt Works, and be rightly zeal» 
ous for. the Lords Honour , and Fr whip 0d Conlency towards 
God, apd. 1 ig the ſweet, Spirit of NB ting. good ons towards 
another, 'as good Examples. ad who aterns in our PraQiccs. 
Oh! let us keep our good Order in the Truth, and Unity of the Spi-, 
rit, even as we Iogues of Chriſt Jeſus in the begining, ” 
that we, ſtiould w Fe H FLight ashe isin the Light. 2 99% 1-7: 
(6 thall* we, haye rain hor). which Li zhe. i is one in 
us [a the on I) Ire liy ay eading tq the nowledge 
and. living Obed he Che true and living God, that in his 
own livi pg Spirit. 0 5 we might Worlhip him, and in all whol- 
whoa Cori hold iro: his holy and reveregd Name to be one in us all, 
He £8 fo, ſery the More with one Heart, one'Soul, : 
Mind. an ſent; ——Andin the beginning,of our Day, 
» that were” th en borh and brought forth in the Truth,” you know 
the Harmony of our Unity was our Beauty and Comlinels, :yea, our 
Strength and, Compleatnels, { far as we obtained then ; and ſo cis 
now. bleſſed be the Lotd, can-we with one Heart fay, who by 
his heavenly Power have been. from”the begining kept upon his * 
Eyerlaſting oundation of true Ugity, held in his Pirit, which is the” 
Bond of our Peace, to this very Day an& Time, '1n which the Lord 
hath ſiffered Blindneſs,. ifi part, to happen to ſome, throug'-their 
own Neglect of Watchifulnefs, and declining their firſt Loveby the 
- Enemy's Subtilty preyailing. who came out amorglt us, ard had a 
part in. the- Belief, and ps combing the Way of Truth ; bat now, . 
lome "04 bave. the Sheeps cloa cl ings and orders have oſt that too, * 
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- whothrough a prejudiced Mind ph alienated from that Unity of Spi- Þ 


ri & bord ot Peace, in which we keep our wholeſome prattices, which 
we have receiyed in the Unity & Order of the Goſpel of Peare & Truth of 
Ebre, Jeſus, a.the fellowfhiy of the Spirit, im Bowelso r6yz being like- 
2Phil.} minded,and of one accord,en whaſoever things are True,Fuſt, 
'*+ Honeſt,and of coed Report ; ndtthat we ſhould think of them 

OLly, but be inthe Practice of them (as we are) and feel the God of 
" 1 Cor. 1.6, Peace withus therein,whoare confirmed in theTeſtimony 
++ hoo of Chriſt. Jeſus, the one.Guzde, Way and Rule we are to walk 

", after, where a!! ſpeak onething,' that there be'na Diſ- 
ſerfion amongit us, but to be knit togerhier in vne Mind and in one 
Judgment ; this we have received of Chriſt Jeſus, our Lord, Kingand 


o1.1y, Law giver, that we might walk fo in ſybjeZtion to his Rule and 
Government, tiat ai things might be done Decently and in Orderz | 
for our God is' tie God of Order, ;in allthe Churches of his Saints, 
aid not the God of Confalion, bleſſed be his Name z but to our bur=. | 
Gen and grief, we find among ſome, | 2 contraty Spirit that will not 
tubz:t to Unity in whotzfome Praftices amongſt us, and that will 
needs interpoſe to deſtroy Unity in ſome places, and obtrude it ſelf 
to/confougd our whoteſcme Order and Practices received amongſt ns, 
asa Churchapd Pcople. And'through this contrary Spirit, and pre- 
jadiced Mind, the Accuſcr of the Brethren is, broken our, under a 
ipectous ptttence;. crying out, Leberty of Conſtiehce, "Liberty of Con- 
{cience,- in oppoſition to thoſe needful, convenient and wholeſome 
Practices exerciſed amongſt us, in outward things, to which we are . 
ca'icd, as a People thar are dfſtinguiſhed from the World*s dark Ways 
and Corrupt Manners, in keeping our Conſcience yoid of Offence 
| roweards Gog.and Man, in keeping bort' in the Power and Form of 
Godlinefs: TIN, = A a» 
Now that the Simple may not be enſnared, nor the Weak unſtable 
mindcd deceived, nor the Unwatchful at unawares overtaken, through 
the crafty inſinvations of this accuſing, oppoſing,” dividing Spirit, 
that is at workin this our day, to contound Order, againſt the peace- . 
able Gofernment of Chriſt,, amongſt his People; therefore in Duty 
to the Lord, and 'toclear my Conſcience, for the fake of thoſe be- 
fore-mentioned, are theſe few Lines writ erefore in Humility 
of Sonl, as before- the Lord, 1 beſeech yorl, tender Ones, in ſeri- 
onlne(s, and fear rowards God, weigh the Mauttr : This Dividing, 
Accuſling, Prejudicial Worker, would introduce a' Belief, That an - 
Apoltacy is entering, and we are gen: from the Begiznity of firſt qe » 
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and the Power boft ; wie Ten 2e hoy np, and Inyofſtion en'Can- 
ſciences, and the likg : And amongſt whom us all this, ſay they, but among 
1s who are. in Unity of Spirit, both in Faith and Prattices, with ſincere 
- minds towards God, arepreſerved in ſubjeQion, peaceably in Unity, 
and wholeſome comely Order that ſpeaks forth our God to be the 
' God of Ordery and *tis amongſt theſe, and fifth that they imagine 
thisFearful Impoſture,and Arbitrary Rule, impoſing Preſcriptions and 
Eaws on the tender Conſciences of the Weak, is now gotten upto 
Exerciſe, and fo the Liberty of the tender Conſcience is lolt : And 
. yowr fay, They are entangled wjth a yoke-of Bondage again, who 
would diyide the —_— God at this day. Pray Friends, let us in 
this conſider whether theſe in this Blindneſs, which God hath ſufferetl 
through their Perjudiced Mind, juſtly to hapen in them, by whichare 
they not putting Darkneſs for Light and Light for Darkneſs, while 
they are {ſtriving in the ſtifneſs of their Wills to rule, placing their 
own Wills for Conſcience, and would have a Liberty therein, which 
Chriſt never fer free to any that are ina Preverſe, Coane, Op- 
ſing, Wilful Spirit, void of the Realon of Truth, and the Fellow- 
ſhip that is mit, and ſo are led by a Miſ-guided Conſcience; for we 
never underſtood that Conſcienceto be rightly guided, that was not 
renewed and regulated'by the Light of Chriſt Jeſus, which ts one in 
all Conſciences, and leads into the Samenelſs of Mind, not = 
only in Faith; but alſo in ſoond Judgmentand Praftice *©7* '+ 6- 
(and ſo the Teſtimony of Chriſt Jeſus hath been confirmed in us) the 
true Rectifier and Guide of the Conſcience void of Offence ; but now 
where Self-will is. put from Conſcience, *tis ſenſibly felt tobe a groſs 
Miſtake. And ſachare (# Chriſtian Charity) to be'piticd and better 
irfformed, and indeed mach Travel bath been for that, ſo that the 
Mifſ-led in « contrary Judgment might be helped and reduced back in- 
to Unity and our peaceable Fellowfhip, in our wholeſome Practices, in 
the outward Afﬀairs of Truth ; but that which adds to our Sorrow,that' 
though they ſtill cry, The render Conſciences, yet woful Experience 
demonſtrates it far otherwiſe, where Prejudice liarth to bardened, 
that there is not ſo much ſoftneſs left for the Reaſon of Fruth'to take 
Impreſlion,or to receive that which pretains to Love and good Works, 
which is one end and product of our Meetings, diſtinatlyand reſpe- 
Qively the Men Friends, who ciſcharge their places, to whom the 
Godly Womenalwayes give the Pre-eminence, as Brethren and Wo« 
men Friends in their places, not ſeeking Rule over one another, bug 
that we may be Furtherers of one anothers-Joy, and be wy 
: wn 
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Crown of rejoycingin the Lord, meets inthe Fear of. the Lord, as 
in the Light of Chriſt Jeſus in our Conſciences, mereceived ſoto 
walk aud do according to the Order of his Spirit, in-which Chriſt js 
Preſent in our. {o weeting together; andthe faithfulcan ſeal to the 
Teſtimony 9f it, [ta the Glory of his Name forever... . 

\ But wherein .doph this greatand heavy Impolition on tendgr:Coy- 
ſciences conlilt ? One-thing is, ſay ſome, /omens Meetings arevimpe- 
ſed : Why do you compel any contrary to their Freedom? No; all are Jeft 
ro: the Meaſure of Truth in them, whichis one and the ſame ln,all 
Conſciences;. but Informing,. laitryaing and Exhortingz thazexery 
one be found in the Unity of our Duty, according to.our Meaſure of 
the Light of Chrilt Jzſus, received to walk io it, as Members of his 
Body to diſcharge onr Office, and Seryants in Chriits Family todo | 
our Service, as the good Women of old were Helpers in the Work 
of the Goſpel, ip {uch things as are Proven $9 Þ3,, 25 viſiting and Rey 
lieying the Sick, the Poor more elpecially.and:Dxltitute amoggſt us 
that they. be helped, as alfo the Poor Widdows, andFatherlels Ory 
phans, that the Diſtrefled.in all things be rightly anfwered, ; the Chil- 
dren at Nurſe he rightly educated, and; well broughtyp, in order to 
a future well-being in the Creation. Again, we being met together, 
the_ Elder Women to.inſtrutt the Younger'to all wholeſome things, 
Loving theic own Husbands and. Children, to be Diſcret,, Chaſts, So- 
ber, keeping at Home, -that the; Word of God we profeſs he not, 
Blaſphemed, &c. with many other Matters pertinent to us, as 4 Meet- 
ing, whom the Lord bleſſeth with his Power-and Preſence, to ſaſtaig. 
and bear us up agatnlt all oyr Oppoſlors. | re og 

Again» Jt is Impoſition, ( ith, the Workers, of Diſſcntion 2. fax. 
Meriages to offer their. Intentzons to the Conſideration of the | Womens: 
Meeting. | Bur pray . conſider, 'in. the Reaſon of Truth, a Marniage; 
hath an equal Concern..in the Woman, as' in the Man ; and/tisas. 
reaſonable ro conſider the Woman may haye. as near a Concern in that, 
matter with the Woman, as the Megn.on.the.gther Part, ; And;fasther ; 
"ris ſaid,. *Tis Impoſutzon, to.ge more than puce tothe. Rreghrens Meeting. 
But ſay we, that are in our wholeſome PraRtices in theſe Matters, and 
our Conſciences bear us witneſs in the fight of: Gofl, anc; Eye.is tothe. 
Honour i of his Truth therein, therefore cannot encourage or allow 
People weare concerned with, to haſten or run together in Marriage, 
 withont.due Care and Weightineſs, and that we are fatisfied they are. 
elear In,all:thipgs touching their Marriage; as. they ought tobe, and - 
fax. which end there ought to beaſpecial care over Yourg People, to. ; 

__— . __ whom 
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whom the Aged had need to be Examples, bethof Gravity and good 
Order; that Chriſt's Yoke be not calt off by either, nor any falſe Li- 
betty" of the Fleſh fer op, enconraged or ſoothed among vs; where- 
e {fore when — F- propoſed their Intentions to ohne Meeting, for 
thei to cofiſider, *tis but reafonable they havetime to make Inquiry' 

|- J2nd Searchinto the Matter, ſo as they may be ſatisfied, that all things 
are-ſweet and ſavory, that ſo as far as we can; we may be approved 
of by all iti fuch publick Afﬀairs. Tea, But you will have ſuch tocome the 
econdTihe; who #rt known to be clear. Yea, *tis but reaſonable that ſuch 
ſhoul& manifeſt their Parience and SubjeCtion, as good Examples to 
f lothets,” in theft Needfol and wholſome Praftices, that are of good 
S [Report. . And therefore we cannot approve ſuch in their willful En- 


S 

d {deavonrs, to confound the Unity of our Order in this matter, under 
x [pretenice of a burden to their Conſcience; for it was no burden to' 
9 
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come once; for that Meeting in itſelf being Good, Juſt, Honeſt, 
and of ; $980 Report,” anſwering the Light of Chriſt Jeſus, which is' 
one iff all Conſciences;' as well in the Ignorant, Blind, Miſ-guided and 
Erring, becauſe they will not be informed, the Light js the ſame there 
v reprove and inform, as it is in the Conſcience ruled and guided by 
ie Light © Therefore pray conſider bow that can contraCt a burden, 
wy the pen eee locks Meeting, as before-mentioned, how 
r cart is # burden on the Conſcience that is rightly informed; 
hovph ittmay be weak, but rather-contradidts the Self-will that brings 
Jondage, and blinds the Conſciences : Andare nor ſuch rather by 
cir. oppoſing Will juſtly under the Reproof ofthe Church, and 
bar Endeayours way be, that the underſtanding'of ſuch be opened, 
pd brought +9 #befies Fafortaticn in their ConſMences? For froim 
the begiriningwe believe God*s Witneſsin allConfeiences is one, & its 
Ke ofone Nature and Tendance;and its InſtraQions tending'to 
meand'the ſame end, and leads all, -as they are guided by it, into-one 
Yay. which allows of no falſe Liberty. 'Tea, but you are gone from the 
Fegimimy 3; for you had not this Way in the Beginning, ſay the Oppoſers, 
Pray conſider, above twenty fix Years ag9,/1n'the South Parts we'were 
zyery little handful of People, gathered into the Belief of the Light 
f Chriſt Jeſus; ſo as it is that very Principle of Life in us, that we 
rough Obedience to it might come to know God, as it is Eternal 
Life to know him, and rightly to worſhip him in his pitt and to 
. , þe td by biminitoall Truth, andin Teſtimony of hisown Spirit, In - 
--: theſe our Praftices, which ſince the Lord hath called vs to, de 
'; People calledandgatheredby the Lord: Pray Conkider, 1 ſpeak the: 
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Truth-of my. Knowledge, and my Conſcience beareth me witne(s in 
what | have or ſhall ſay in this Matter, according tomy ſmall Portion; 
and Meaſiire, in the, Unity - of the. Grace -received- (1give God the 
Glory, in Humility. of Soul before him, for my Preſervation to this 
Day) for .pray., conſider, through the imallneſsof Number, inthe 
beginning, we were not jo capable as now for Order in outward af- 
fairs, nor was there then ſnch occaſion as now, but then the Grace of 
God grew among(t-us, and the mighty Arm of his Power was mani-, 
feſtcd, by which many were gathered to believe in the Light qo@®Jeſus 
Chrilt,it hcing that, and no other Name given under Heaven,by which 
men.mult be iaved. Now inour little meaſure of Faith, in this Qne, 
Way, One Name, One Truth, we were as inathreefold Cord of 
God's Love, joyned together ; and-as we encreaſed in Number, 
then occaſion begun of Services, of ſeveral kinds, which. we. were 
called mm the Truth: to confiderof,; which are not ſo proper hereto; 
mentioa, but this one of Marriage, Before we were or could be ga- 
thered into the Nrder of Men and Womens Meeting ; Upoa;the; 
weight of the matter, a neceſſity did appear, that Friends in the Uni- 
ty of the Spiritand Wiidom of God thonld conſider of a Way where- 
in.this matter might be tranſated among our ſelves,, in wholeſome, 
Sayoury Order, as the Truth might. in no wile be Scandalized,but the 


Teſtimony of Truth born in it tothe World: The moſt nyenient; 
Method then ſeen, for Truth's ſake, was, that Perſons declared their 
lotentions in our publick. Meeting ; after Friends were ſatisfied in; 
their Marrying,@hey took each other in the publick Meeting : But 
after our Mectings grew, more Numerous, and allo diſorderly Spirits, 
began to. get up, »which were. not ſubject tg the Truth, ſuch would, 
intrude int oar Meetings, to. take-each other ;; ſo then a Necellity, 
in, Truth required a further Method, for- a more particular and ſtritt; 
Care in: this caſe : In all which we are not gone from the Light and 


Power of .God, and firſt Principle 3; but in theſe and other things 


we have heen in our. good: Qrder and Practices, and ſweet Fellow- 


ſhip managed-by itz and;,l hope theegnder in Conſcience will conft- 


der, that are impartially Minded, that ?tis no Impoſition to informf 


and perſwade the-lgnorant and Willful to ſubject in this or any other 
atter, that is. Honeſt, Juſt, Savoury and of: good Report, -and law- 
l to conform to,, inthe Unity of Love to praQtife, being.no..other 
but whar-ls Sonkinaye "20: ths ConKience, ./yps ed and regulatedby 
EF Light of Chriſt Jeſus, in which.is thezrue Liberty 1the Con 
1qence, whether weak or.{trong : For I hope all will conclude, -that 
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if the weak, in their little meaſure of Light, be kept Conformable.- 
to the Truth, that by the Light they cannot be led in their little mea- 
1 ire to oppoſe the ſtrong in their greater meaſure; and may ſee fur- 
his ther, that tis not reaſonablein Truth ; for the Light cannot contra- 
hel ict it ſelf, and ?ris the fame in the ſtrong as in the weak; Bur *ris 
af.4 greatly to be lamented atthis day, that to any that have known the 
of Lord, and at any time fellowſhip among his People, the Croſs of Chriſt 
ni-4 ſhould become fo ineffeCtual, that ſuch Blindneſs is happened, that 
ſas} they ſhould put Self-oppoſing-will for a tender Conſcience: Ido not 
ich} fay, they know it; but whether they do or no, 1 Pray God open their 
Ine Underſtandings, and ſubdue that perverſe wilful Spirit and croſs Self- 
Lof| iſt humor, that works in oppofition to a General Good and Peaceable 
er, Subjection amongſt the People of the Lord and Church of Chriſt. 
ere] Surely theſe, thongh they may cry, Liberty of Conſcience, and pre- 
-to! tend for tender Conſcieneestoo, yetthey are not fit SubjeCts for that 
= Liberty-that Chriſt rggleems to, and ſets free in, to ſerve him with a 
the | » Cgpſcience purged from Dead Works ; _ nay,they that ſet themſelves, 
Di. Intheir wiltol prejudiced ſition, againſt our Peaceable praQiſing 
ini the Church of God, Whatſbever things are true what ſorver things are ho- 


es neft;what ſoever things are juſt whatſoever things are gue whatſoever things. 
the. pretain to Love what ſoever things are of --y report, Phil. 4 8.in which the 
-nt} God of Peace js withus now ;. that which is oppoſing our Unity there- 
\eir| in; wouldaffright the ſimple ones with amazing expreſſions of Impoſi- 
lint tion, &c. on weak Conlicien and going from the Spirit of Life 
But and Power 1ato the Form; butbleſſed be the Lord that we have kept - 
we our Habitation in the Power, and held our Unity in that Spirit that 


ald gives us Life, thereby to live to Gbd, and not to our ſe]ves, to ſerve 
4-1 him in that Formof Godlineſs, which the Power hath. brought forth 
amongſt us, to live in the Unity of, and in his Spirit, the Founda- 
atd tion of our Preſervation, in Peace and Conſolation to this very day 3 
and the Faith of ſuch remains firm in God's everlaſting Power, . even 
as wereceived in'the*beginning of the breaking forth of theDay of the 
1.8 Lord, in which hisancient Armand excellent Everlaſting Name was 
"'F reycaled, which is above every Name, into which a Number was ga- 
i thered to believe and meetin, and the Lord wasthere, ard is to this 
diy in the midſt of them, as Thouſands, and ten Thouſands can 
ſpeak to the Teſtimony of itz Oh ! Glory, Obedience, and evetlaſt-- 
ing Dominion be aſcribed to his honourable and everlaitingNameover 
all forever z For the Kingdom of our God and his Chriſt, on whole 
Shoulders the Government is laid, hall prevail throag all Qlouds of . 
B. oppolitihn. 
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oppſition, and Miſts of tliek- Darkneſs, that have riſen ont of a 


mil-guided underſtanding,through a prejudided mind,even to enſnare 
the weak and ſimple, and deceive the unſtable Soul, drawing from our 
Chriſtian Unity, which is purely held in the Spirit. 


And ©, inaſmuch as the Envious. Worker is ſaffered to proceed, | 


that would even raze out the Foundation of Chriſt's -Kingdom and 


Government, under which his Subjefts do only own their Chrift:ar 


Frecdom and true Liberty of Conſcience z and whatſoever may be 
inlinuated to the contrary, by the Enemy of. our Souls Well-fare.in 
the particular, and. the Churches Peace in the general, which God 
may liffer, iris for the Tryal of our Patience, and Manifeſtation and 
Coufirmation of our Faith and Love one to another, and that it is in 
the Election in Chrilt Jeſus whichcannot be deceived, whereby we 
are ſtrong in the Lord, and in the Power of his might is our confi- 
dence, that all ſhall work together for good te the Called, Choſ:n 
and Faithful, according to his purpoſe in Chriſt, and effectual work- 
ing of his Grace; And that the Lord in his Power and due time, will 
ariſe to clear the lnocency of his People, and Confound and lay Waſte 
all that which works in Oppoſition tothe Proſperity and Unity of his 
Truth, and peaceable Government of Chriſt 1n his Church, which is 
formcd in the Power of God. : 

So all Glory we aſcribe to the ons pare Power, in which we believed in the be- 


ginning, as the Foundation of- Chriſts Government aud Kingdom that | 


ſhall never have end, 


Anne Whitehead. 
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A true Information of our bleſſed Womens ing (for we 
are bleſſed, and the Lord hath bleſſed us, praiſed be that Ever- 
laſting drm of Power, that gathered us in the beginning to be 
4 Meeting) betwixt three or four and twenty Tears ago. 


T Hus it was; aſter the Word of eternal Life and Salyation, and 
Light of Chriſt Jeſus in the Conſcience, had been preached ig 


this City, for ſome time, many there were that received the Report, | 


and was Convinced of it, many Pooras well as Rich ; and oft-timcg 


Sicknels and Weakneſs came upon many Poor Ones, and many Di- . 
ſtreſſed and trou'>l:d in mind, when the Judgments of the Lord were. - 


upon 
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upon them ; and they wonld often-times defire the- Servants of the” 
Lord to come unto ther, ſuch that* had a Word in ſeaſon to ſpeak: 
to them.: And our dear Friend Geoyge Fox, that man of Cod, for 
ſohe is, the Lord has nade lim a Blefſing in his Hand tomany, prail- 
ed be the Lord forever, he was many times ſent for to many that were 
Sick and Weak in this City, and when he came to behold their want' 
of things needful for them, ſome ſcarcely Clothes to cover them, or 
food to eat, or any one to look tothem in their Diſtreſſes and Wants : 
The conſideration of it was weighty upon him, and he was moved of 
the Lord toadviſe to a Womans Meeting; and inorder thereunto, 
he ſent for ſnch Women as he knew in this Ciry ; of which there are 
many living to this day, that can teſtifie to the ſame, who keep the 
Meeting in the Faith of that power that gathered us together ; Bleſſed 
be the Lord forever who makes willing, and gives ſtrength to anſwer 
hisRequirtngs in all things. And whendear 6. Fox declared unto us 
what the Lord had 'made known unto him by his power, That there 
ſhould be a Womans Meeting, that ſo all the Sick, the Weak, the 
Widdows and the Fatherlefs, ſhould be minded and looked after 
in there Diſtreſſes that fo there ſhould be no want amongſt the Lords 
p<22le, but that all Diſtreſſed ones ſhould be minded and looked after : 
can truly lay, we had ananiwer of Godin or hearts to his Teſti- 
mony, and my Sonl-was refreſhed at thattime, and my Heart tendred, 
with many more of ' my Siſters, in the ſenſible feeling of that everlaſt- 
ing Life and -power of the Lord, and his Univerſal Love that had 
moved in his dear Servant, to call us to this Work ; and we joyned wi:h 
him in the power of Godin it: and fo we appointed a Meeting, ard 
after we had met for ſome time, 'weconſidered which way we ſhould 
23nſwer the Neceſſities; and it aroſe in the Hearts of ſome Friends, 
That we have 4 conveniency, that p all the Faithful might offer as 
tanto the Lord, net knowing what one offers ; that ſo from him whey 
might expett their Reward ; and it was concluded upon accordingly by 
the Meeting . And there were found among us ſome that were nnwor-- 
thy, that we could not relicve onr of that which was-provided for the 
Faithfal; and yet they were ſuch that frequented our publick Mee- 
tings, and looked unto us for Charity z and we could not fend them - 
empty away z So we conſidered, and had a Weekly Gathering for 
them, that it might be fulfilled, as it is written, Do good unto all, but - 
rſpecially to the Honſhold of Faith, And after ſome time of our meeting 
together, there carietwoof the Brethren, from the Mens Meeting to 
v3» when we were metogether, expreſling their Unity with us, and 
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alſo did declarethemind of the Mens Meeting, (viz.) That they would 


be ready to help and afſiſt us in any thing we ſhould deſire of them for Truth's 
Cone And ſo in ps 2a _> hoe ppony in the Unity of the 
Truth, that:the Men Friends ſmould pay the poor Friends Rents, and 
find them Coles, (ſuch as we Relieve, that were faithful,) and put our 
tuch poor Frierds Children, as we ſhould offer to them; And this has 
been done almolt from the beginning of our Meeting to this Day; be- 
ſides man» other Services that fall in by the way, that cannot be omit» 
ted by us; And thus the Work of the Lord has been carried on, and 
proſpered by the Arm of his everlaſting power, Magnified be his Name 
forever, who has found us worthy, and made us willing to anſwer whatſoever 
he requireth of ns, according to the meaſure recerved of him. And this I do 
declare, that it was the ſame everlalting quickning power that firſt vi- 
fitcd us by the Spirit of Judgment and of Burning, and wrought in our 
inward parts mightily, even as the little Leaven in the three Mea». 
{res of Meal, to,puritic and to cleanſe, purge out ard put under all 
that was contrary to the Lord, and to make us Habitations fit to do 
his Wiil, that gathered us and” made usa Meeting, and the ſame has 
been with as to this very day, blefſed and magnited be his Name for- 
ever. 
And I havea Word in my Heart-to ſay unto yon all Back:-ſliders, Ot- 
ftrutters, Oppoſers, and ſuch as countenance them ſecretly, 'of this our 
heavenly Order of Men and Womens Meetings, which the Lord by his 
power has ſet up,& hath givenWiſdom according to trueKnowledge, 
to a(t in the Church of Chrilt : . you that have deſpiſed Dignities, and 
ſpeak Evil of the ſervants of the Lord, ſuch that faithfully Have + 4-9; 
ed amongſt us, from the beginning, + which. the Lord hath found wore 
thy of double Honour, giving ſome of them odd Names; Alas poor. 
people ! what will become of you, except you Repent ? Conliderand 
e, whether ſome of you, could not once have plucked out your Eyes 
to have done them good ? Oh whatis the matter now ! Has not the 
Serpent deceived you, and made you to cat of the forbidden Fruity and 
let-in the Spirit of Enmity that ſows Diſſcntion, and makes Diyiſion 
in the Heritage of -God ; 1do ſay, the Lord's Controverſie is with 
you, and your End will be Miſerable, except you come to Repentance 
which my. Soul hath oftendeſired for you : For 1 do well know, and 
the Lord hath ſealcd it upon my earls T hat that Spirit which ha 
oppoled the bled Lnityand Order of ,Truth,' in theſe our Men an 
Womens Mectings, bor never proſper, or they who are init, in- 
»2rul, to, God, without Repentance; although outwardly they.may 
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"make never Rea how wa hi2k Words and Notions. But faith 
the oppoling Spirit, We are nor againft your Meetings i London; bur 
we have no Feh need 'in the Countrieg. btleſs Chrifs "Churches 
in the Countries are one and the ſameas in the Cities, of which he is 
Head of his Churches there as in London ; and ſarely his Members have 
the ſame Office and Service in kind and quality, although it may be 
not. ſomuch in quantity,” which is reafonablefor the Impartial mund» 
ed to conſider. Ke T_T | ; 

And now, my Dear Friends #nd S:ers, in'the blefed Truth of our 
God, you that have kept this our Meeting for many Years, andſomg 
.of you from the firſt Day the Lord gathered us together, and made 
us a Meeting, 1 do believe that you with me can truly ſays That 'we 
have felt the —_ of the Father's Love from timeto time te this our 
Meeting, and bis Bleſſing is amongſt us, Inſomuch az we dared not to 
ſuffer any of our own Occaſions to hinder us fromthis our Sevvice, 


to which the Lord hath ca}led us, but many times have preſſed-through -», 


the croud of zuch Buſineſs; and many things that would have hin- 
dres, -but we'dared not to give way unto it, but in faithfulneſs anſwer 
the Lord's Requirings : The Lord hath been with us of a truth from 
time to time, his Living Powerful Preſence has been truly witneſſed 
amongſt us, to the refreihing of our immortal Souls z which is atrue 
Confirmation to us, that the owns us in this qur Service. - And 1 
can truly ſay, I had true Breathings to the Lord in the behalf of our 
younger Women, as they come to be ſettled in the World amongſt 
us, that they may be affected with the Work and Service of our Meet- 
ing as truly as we havebeen, and are to this day, and that they may 
be Heirs of the Grace of God with us. And this I can truly ſay, £ 
have felt the zcal of the Lotd to ariſe in my Hearr, ſometimes ins 
Meeting, and ſometimes upon my Bed againſt this wicked Spirit, that 
hattrfought to lay waſte and bring to nought our bleſſed Meeting and 
heavenly Society and Order, which hath been ſer up amonglt us, and a 
true ſence hath been upon me of our dear Friends up and down the 
Nation, of their great Try-l and Exerciſe that hath been upon them, 
becauſe of this wicked dividing Spirit, and eſpecially in my Native 
Country (viz.) Wiltſhire. And this was the beſt moving cauſe ih 
the Power of God in my Heart, tocalt in my Mite as my Teſtimony 
to that everlaſting Univerſal blefled Power,which theLord hath made 
mea living Witneſs of, according tomy mealure : And this 1 can fay, 
the more Oppoſition we have had againſt our Womens Meeting, the 
more we have increaſgd in the Power of the Lord, and he hath Pieſſed 

- our 
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our Endeavovrs end Services; and - IT Friends, bt not difcourss 
ged, : but!go'on 1n the Work and Seryice of the Lord in his Power, to. 
his Glory, whohath honoured his Daughters of Abrabans rm atean | 
in his heavenly Work ; and therefore we cannot but ſerve the Lord 
in our Generation, and be Valiant for his. Truth upon Earth, andour 
deſires are, that all our fellow Siſters in the Lords Trath may dothe 
fame every where throughout the whole Earth, where the Lord hath 
gathered thein, ſo'that all may live tothe Praiſcand Glory of God, 


Amen. | | 
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And though we ave Abſent in the Body, yet Preſent in Syirit with al 

* the Faithful, with the Spirit joys yp = Hay w_ ſpirienal 

- Order m the Spirit, and Bradfafneſe of your Faith in Chriſt Feſns, 

a ond Adam, the Lord froth Heaven, in whom our Peace antl 
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